
NEWS AND COMMENT 
Conference 2019—report 

One hundred and seventy-nine peo-

ple, give or take, attended the confer-

ence. Judging by the feedback re-

ceived, the event was, again, a success. 

  Keynote speakers Amie Albrecht 

and Jane Watson stimulated reflection 

on pedagogical practices and the many 

workshop presentations offered prac-

tical and thought-provoking ideas. 

  As well, participants were observed 

enjoying the collegial atmosphere, the 

opportunities for informal discussions 

and the good food. 

  CMA is grateful to UNSW - ADFA 

for the generous provision of the ven-

ue. 

Annual General Meeting 2019 

To be relevant and useful, any profes-

sional association needs to renew itself 

continually. Mounting a successful 

annual conference, for example, de-

pends on input from CMA members 

who know about the current needs of 

teachers at the chalk face. 

  At the AGM, a meal is shared and a 

new committee is elected for the com-

ing year. Everyone is welcome at the 

AGM and there is no pressure to do  

Coming Events: 

 

13 November, 2019—AGM at 
Erindale College. 
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The Canberra Mathematical 
Association is as good as its 
members. 

Memberships run from 1 
Jan to 31 Dec. each year  

Membership forms can be 
accessed from the CMA web-
site: 
http://www.canberramaths.org.au 

Membership of CMA includes 
affiliation with the Australian 
Association of Mathematics 
Teachers and a subscription to 
one of two AAMT journals. 

As a member, you are entitled 
to attractive rates for the 
CMA annual conference and 
CMA professional develop-
ment events. 

CMA members may attend 
conferences of the AAMT 
affiliates in other states, MAV, 
MANSW, etc. at member 
rates. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Wednesday Workshops: 

30 October—Maths300 at Hedley 
Beare Centre for Teaching and 
Learning, 4:30—6:00 

any more than enjoy the occasion. 

  However, education is evolving 

and modes of communication are 

changing. You may be a relatively 

new teacher but your insights and 

skills might be just what are needed 

to keep your professional associa-

tion vital. 

  Please pencil in the date: 13 No-

vember, Erindale College. More 

information will be circulated closer 

to the event. 

Maths 300 

Does your school have a subscrip-

tion to Maths 300 ? 

  This resource was developed by 

Charles Lovitt with the intention of 

finding the 300 most interesting 

maths lessons from classrooms 

across Australia. It is currently 

owned and managed by AAMT. 

  If you would like to be involved in 

the work of revising existing materi-

al and creating new lessons, send 

CMA a message. 

  See page 6 for news of a term 4 

Wednesday workshop about 

Maths300. 

http://www.canberramaths.org.au/index.html
https://maths300.com/
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1. A cyclist rides his bike at an average speed of 

20 km per hour from place A to place B. 

Without stopping to rest, he rides back to A 

at 10 km per hour. What was his average 

speed for the journey? 

2. If A, B, C and D are the four different digits 

of a number ABCD, and if we know that 4 X 

ABCD = DCBA, then the value of the digits 

can be determined by using a bit of logic. Can 

you find the values? 

3. Jane has two children and one of them is a 

boy. What is the probability that the other 

child is a boy also?  

4. The number 58 can be expressed as the sum 

of the squares of 7 and 3. The number 29 can 

be expressed as the sum of the squares of 5 

and 2. This wouldn’t be at all interesting if it 

was not for the fact that half the sum of 7 and 

3 is 5 and half the difference of 7 and 3 is 2, 

and half of 58 is 29.  

Is it true in general that if the number 2n can 

be expressed as the sum of squares of x and y 

then n can be expressed as the sum of squares 

of u and v where u is half the sum of x and y 

and v is half the difference of x and y? 

 

More puzzles like these can be found at  

https://www.mathematicalwhetstones.com/blog  

PUZZLES AAMT 

NMSS 2020 

CMA has received applications from ten Year 11 stu-

dents for the January 2020 National Mathematics 

Summer School. 

  The applications are now under consideration and 

recommendations will be made shortly. 

  The professional associations of mathematics teach-

ers in each Australian state and territory are affiliated 

with the Australian Association of Mathematics 

Teachers.  

  Membership of AAMT is gained automatically by 

joining one of the local associations, such as CMA. 

  Benefits for AAMT members include a range of re-

sources accessible via the AAMT website. The jour-

nals Australian Primary Mathematics Classroom and 

Australian Mathematics Education Journal are pub-

lished by AAMT and are distributed to members. 

  Visit the AAMT website to find out about the full 

range of AAMT resources.  

 

  AAMT has five Connect with Maths online communi-
ties teachers can join. 

Make it count with Indigenous Learners community 

Early Years Learning in Mathematics community 

Maths in Action (Applications and Modelling) community 

Engaging All Students (Catering for Diversity) community 

Digital technologies for Mathematics community. 

 

  Also visit http://topdrawer.aamt.edu.au AAMT Top 
Drawer Teachers website.    

 

  Download a complete PDF catalogue of resources sold by 
AAMT from www.aamt.edu.au/Webshop/Catalogue.    
 
  CMA members can order items from the AAMT cata-
logue at a discount. 

MORE RESOURCES 

AMT—Australian Maths Trust 
https://www.amt.edu.au/  
 
CSIRO—STEM professionals in schools program 
www.mathematiciansinschools.edu.au  
 
reSolve—Maths by inquiry 
https://www.resolve.edu.au/teaching-resources  

https://www.mathematicalwhetstones.com/blog
https://www.aamt.edu.au/
https://www.aamt.edu.au/Better-teaching/Connect-with-Maths
http://connectwith.indigenous.aamt.edu.au
http://connectwith.earlyyears.aamt.edu.au
http://connectwith.mathsinaction.aamt.edu.au
http://connectwith.engaging.aamt.edu.au
http://connectwith.digital.aamt.edu.au
http://topdrawer.aamt.edu.au
http://www.aamt.edu.au/Webshop/Catalogue
https://www.amt.edu.au/
http://www.mathematiciansinschools.edu.au
https://www.resolve.edu.au/teaching-resources
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CONFERENCES 
MANSW   

2019 MANSW annual conference. 

Mathematics: The Greatest Show.  

Crowne Plaza Terrigal, 20-22 September. The key-

note speakers will be Matt Parker and Doug Clarke. 

Submission of abstracts for presentations is now 

open. See the website. 

ICME 2024 

Sydney 

MAV 

Making+Connections 

The Mathematical Association of Victoria invites you 

to the 56th Annual Conference (MAV19) in Mel-

bourne from Thursday 5 – Friday 6 December 2019 

T3 AUSTRALIA BLOG 
 

The Texas Instruments company supported 

the recent CMA conference. In return, we 

publish the fol lowing information.  

 

 

The T3 Australia Blog  is  here!  

https://t3austral ia.blog/  

  

Why follow the blog?  

Register for FREE PD Events  

Watch Live or On Demand Webinars  

Download Featured Classroom Activities  

Read interesting articles by fel low teach-

ers 

See which conferences we’ll  be at  

Be first to find out about giveaways  

  

Developed by Australia Teachers for 

Australian teachers T3 ( Teachers Teach-

ing with Technology) Austral ia,  Professional 

Development by Texas Instruments.  

 

Our community is made up of mathematics 
and STEM educators from around Austral ia.  
We are united with a goal  to assist fel low 
educators through qual i ty professional de-
velopment and support   to enable them to 
be successful  in the classroom.  

ANU— INTRODUCTION TO ACTUARIAL 

SCIENCE 
The Australian National University (ANU) is run-
ning a special version of its popular Introduction to 
Actuarial Science course for Year 11/12 students in 
Australia.   
  The purpose of the course is to provide students 
considering an actuarial career with an interactive 
introduction to the profession.  As such, it is a per-
fect fit for high school students who are strong in 
maths to find out if an actuarial degree would be 
good university program choice for them.   
  The course is FREE for all students. 
Click here for more information and to register in-
terest 

AUSTRALIAN MATHS TRU ST 

The Australian Maths Trust has successfully bid to 

host the 2025 International Mathematical Olympi-

ad.   For the full release, please visit:  https://

www.amt.edu.au/news/australian-maths-trust-wins

-right-to-host-imo-in-2025 

https://www.mansw.nsw.edu.au/events/category/2019-mansw-annual-conference
https://www.mav.vic.edu.au/conference-2019.html
https://t3australia.blog/
https://www.edx.org/course/introduction-actuarial-science-anux-anu-actuarialx-1
https://www.edx.org/course/introduction-actuarial-science-anux-anu-actuarialx-1
https://anu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_73PnjMWkPwaS1Fj
https://anu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_73PnjMWkPwaS1Fj
https://www.amt.edu.au/news/australian-maths-trust-wins-right-to-host-imo-in-2025
https://www.amt.edu.au/news/australian-maths-trust-wins-right-to-host-imo-in-2025
https://www.amt.edu.au/news/australian-maths-trust-wins-right-to-host-imo-in-2025
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PO Box 3572 

Weston ACT 2611 

Australia 

N EW S L ET T E R  O F  T H E C A N B ER R A  
MA T H E MA T I C A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  

I N C  

President Jo McKenzie ACT Education Directorate 

Vice Presidents Bruce Ferrington Radford College 

 Aruna Williams Mount Stromlo High School 

Secretary Valerie Barker  

Treasurer Paul Kruger Saint Mary MacKillop College 

  

Councillors Belinda Fox Saint Mary MacKillop College 

 Rajesh Prasad Campbell High School 

 Peter McIntyre University of NSW Canberra 

 Theresa Shellshear Australian Catholic University 

Website Vivienne Sheridan Canberra Grammar School 

 Steve Thornton  

Memberships Paul Turner 

 Heather Wardrop 

 Andrew Wardrop 

 

  

  

THE 2019 CMA COMMITTEE 

We’re on the Web! 

http://www.canberramaths.org.au/  

The Canberra Mathematical Association (Inc.) is the  

representative body of professional educators of mathemat-

ics in Canberra, Australia. 

It was established by, among others, the late Professor  

Bernhard Neumann in 1963. It continues to run - as it began 

- purely on a volunteer basis. 

Its aims include 

 the promotion of mathematical education to government 

through lobbying, 

 the development, application and dissemination of  

mathematical knowledge within Canberra through  

in-service opportunities, and 

 facilitating effective cooperation and collaboration  

between mathematics teachers and their colleagues in 

Canberra. 

ABOUT THE CMA 

E-mail: canberramaths@gmail.com  

 

   
 Find us on Facebook  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Canberra-Mathematical-Association/110629419011275 Page 4 

Short Circuit is edited by Paul Turner.    ISSN 2207-5755  

http://www.canberramaths.org.au/
http://www.canberramaths.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Canberra-Mathematical-Association/110629419011275
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Canberra-Mathematical-Association/110629419011275
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Greedy pigs, chocolate cakes and cracked tiles? 

Mushroom hunts and pizza toppings? These unlike-

ly topics will be the focus for our Maths300 work-

shop to be held on Wednesday 30 October, 4:30—

6:00 p.m. at the Hedley Beare Centre for Teaching 

and Learning..  

 

  Bring the whole crew from your school to find out 

more about Maths300 and some exciting lesson ide-

as and challenges for your students. (Send us an 

email to let us know you are coming.) 

 

  Maths300 is an Australian resource, providing 

(almost) 300 interesting maths lessons taken from 

Australian classrooms and supported with technolo-

MATHS300 WORKSHOP 

SHORT CIRCUIT 

gy and written resources. These lessons can help 

you transform the thinking of the students you 

teach and provide the inspiration for an inquiry-

based approach to maths in your classroom. These 

tasks are accessible to all. Teachers from kindergar-

ten to college are encouraged to attend. 

 

Presented by Bruce Ferrington,  
CMA vice president. 

 

mailto:canberramaths@gmail.com
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See maths from a different angle with The Maths Show! 
 
If you are looking for something a little bit different for your students in maths, then The Maths 
Show may be just what you need! 
 
The Maths Show is a unique live stage performance, full of mathematical history, magic and puz-
zles – delivered in-house at your school.  
 
The performance is highly engaging, lots of fun, has substantial audience involvement, and is great 
way to promote further interest in mathematics. 
 
Two versions of the show are available, one designed for Junior Secondary students, and one for 
Primary students. 
 
The show has been touring nationally for over two years and will be coming to the A.C.T. for the 
first time in the week beginning Monday 11 November, 2019. 
 
Don’t miss this unique opportunity to bring maths alive for your students in this never to be forgot-
ten performance. To find out more, contact Felstead Education today: 
 
http://www.felstead.com.au/portfolio/themathsshow/ 
info@felstead.com.au 
0402 223406 
 
 ‘Our students really enjoyed The Maths Show. The presentation was absolutely what we were 
looking for to engage and educate our students. The performer was funny and thoroughly enter-
taining. The “follow-up” material helped to make the show even more relevant. We plan to book 
The Maths Show again.’ Vanessa Rich, Tintern Grammar 

http://www.felstead.com.au/portfolio/themathsshow/
mailto:info@felstead.com.au

